AP Government

Chapter 3 Study Guide

Federalism

Objectives

· Describe the three basic forms of governmental structures: federalism, unitary and confederacy

· Identify the ways in which the Constitution determines the powers of state and national governments

· Evaluate how contrasting interpretations of the supremacy clause and the Tenth Amendment lead to divergent views of the scope of state and national powers

· Describe how the Civil War and the civil rights movement contributed to the development of national supremacy and over the states

· List and analyze the clauses in the Constitution that define the obligations that each state has to every other state

· Trace the ways in which American federalism has changed over the past two centuries

· Compare the contrasting forms of dual federalism and cooperative federalism

· Describe what is meant by fiscal federalism and assess the role that federal money plays in state policies

· Identify the positive and negative effects American federalism has on democracy

Key Terms and Concepts

	Block grants
	Categorical Grants
	Cooperative Federalism

	Dual Federalism
	Elastic Clause
	Enumerated Powers

	Extradition
	Federalism
	Fiscal Federalism

	Formula Grants
	Full Faith and credit
	Gibbons v. Ogden

	Implied Powers
	Intergovernmental relations
	McCulloch v. Maryland

	Privileges and immunities
	Project grant
	Supremacy clause

	Tenth Amendment
	Unitary government
	


Questions

1. What is federalism? Why is this the system of government in the United States?

2. How is power divided in federalism? Where is this evident in the Constitution?

3. What is the significance of the Supremacy Clause?

4. Where do the states derive their power from in the Constitution?

5. Explain the significance of McCulloch v. Maryland.
6. What is the difference between a layer cake and the marble cake? Which one do you think exists today in the United States?

7. How does the government provide aid to the government? How are they different from one another?

8. What are the advantages and disadvantages of federalism in a democracy?

9. Suppose a major earthquake struck the Los Angeles area. What roles and responsibilities should federal and state governments have? Should the different levels of government react differently than to the loss of homes or businesses during a financial crisis?

10. Does the American form of federalism increase democracy, or does it have a negative effect on democracy?

11. If the United States were a unitary system instead of a federal system would politics and policies be different in America? How would it be different if it were a confederacy?

12. Could democracy in the United States continue to exist without federalism? If it would, in what ways would it change?

13. Do you think the federalist system influenced the civil rights movement? Would the change occur faster in the South if America had a unitary democratic system? What are some negative effects if a system might have occurred on the outcome of the civil rights movement?

Sample Questions

1. All of the following are concurrent powers of the federal and state governments EXCEPT the  

(A) Imposition of exports tariffs

(B) Collection of taxes

(C) Management of the court system

(D) Construction of the roads


(E) Authority to borrow money

2. In the United States v. Darby, the Supreme Court ruled that the Tenth Amendment

(A) Violates the supremacy clause in Article VI

(B) Cannot be interpreted to assert state supremacy over the national government

(C) Can bestow unlimited implied powers to state governments

(D) Cannot deny states the power to regulate interstate trade

(E) Authorizes the federal government to impose restrictions on the state government

3. The elastic clause gives Congress the authority to

(A) Overrule the president’s veto

(B) Pass laws necessary to carry out its assigned powers

(C) Form an unlimited number of committees and subcommittees 

(D) Check the power of the Supreme Court by approving the president’s nominees for justices

(E) Regulate money and control the budget

4. Which of the statements is true of a federal system of government?

(A) Power is concentrated in a central government that oversees policy making and the enforcement of laws

(B) Power is shared among the state governments in such a way that all states must recognize and respect the laws of other states

(C) Power is divided among levels of government so that more than one level has authority over a body of people

(D) Power is regulated primarily to local governments

(E) Power is vested mostly in state governments

Number Of Governmental Units By Type: 1952 To 2002

	Type of Government
	1952
	1962
	1967
	1972
	1977
	1982
	1987
	1992
	1997
	2002

	Total Units
	116,807
	91,237
	81,299
	78,269
	79,913
	81,831
	83,237
	85,006
	87,504
	87,900

	U.S. government
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	State Government
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50

	Local Governments
	116,756
	91,186
	81,248
	78,218
	79,862
	81,780
	83,186
	84,995
	87,453
	87,849

	County
	3,052
	3,043
	3,049
	3,044
	3,042
	3,041
	3,042
	3,043
	3,043
	3,034

	Municipal
	16,807
	18,000
	18,048
	18,517
	18,862
	19,076
	19,200
	19,279
	19,372
	19,431

	Township and Town
	17,202
	17,142
	17,105
	16,991
	16,822
	16,734
	16,691
	16,656
	16,629
	16,506

	School District
	67,355
	34,678
	21,782
	15,781
	15,174
	14,851
	14,721
	14,422
	13,726
	13,522

	Special District
	12,340
	18,323
	21,264
	23,885
	25,962
	28,078
	29,532
	31,555
	34,683
	35,356


5. Which of the following conclusions maybe drawn from the data in the table above?

(A) The number of school districts dropped dramatically before 1967 and then leveled off

(B) The most significant changes in local governments occurred between 1967 and 1972

(C) The number of township and town governments has decreased because the number of municipal governments has risen

(D) The number of county governments has not changed significantly because changes to the county lines were prohibited in 1952

(E) The increasing number of local governments may be attributed to the growing number of municipal and special district governments

6. The full and faith credit clause would require all of the following EXCEPT

(A) that a marriage performed in Las Vegas be valid in other states

(B) that a driver’s license serve as identification when a person travels across state lines

(C) that a divorced parent pay child support even if his or her children reside in another state

(D) that a birth certificate issued by any state can be used to open a bank account

(E) that something against the law in one state is against the law in all other states

7. To receive federal funding, state programs usually must

(A) comply with some federal regulations

(B) hire federal employees to oversee the program

(C) be approved by the Supreme Court

(D) return a percentage of the funds as profit

(E) apply to the Department of the Treasury

8. A resident of New Mexico is robbed while he is visiting relatives in Texas and calls the local police, who arrest the culprit and charge him with a crime. This is an example of

(A) the Tenth Amendment

(B) the supremacy clause

(C) the rights of the accused

(D) the privileges and immunities clause

(E) dual federalism

9. Which of the following statements accurately describe public participation in a federal system?

I. Multilevel elections allow voters to influence more government bodies

II. Concerned citizens may join both state and national political groups to try to influence policymaking

III. People are more likely to participate in state-level politics because state governments are more responsive

IV. Political parties offer voters more choice among candidates

(A) I only

(B) III only

(C) I and II only

(D) I, II and III only

(E) II, III and IV only

10. When there is a dispute about whether an issue falls under the jurisdiction of the federal or a state government

(A) the president decides and issues an executive order

(B) a court rules on the matter

(C) Congress votes to determine who has the authority

(D) the state legislatures must decide whether to overrule the federal government

(E) the federal and state governments must share authority

Free Response Questions

1. Define cooperative federalism and complete the following tasks:

a. Describe one challenge that cooperative federalism poses to the federal government

b. Describe one challenge that cooperative federalism poses to the state governments

c. Describe one benefit of cooperative federalism to the federal government

d. Describe one benefit of cooperative federalism to the state government

2. Several parts of the Constitution have important implications for federalism. Describe the relevance of these for federalism.

· Supremacy Clause

· Tenth Amendment

· Necessary and Proper or “Elastic” Clause

Explain how interpretations of the Necessary and Proper Clause has affected the relationship between the national and state levels of the federal system. 

